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The Consensual Approach 
• What is it? 
• Growing agreement poverty is more than simply not being able to 
meet basic needs 
• Movement away from absolute to relative notions and indicators 
 
• Townsend’s conceptualisation of poverty as relative deprivation 
when people “lack the resources to obtain...the living conditions 
and amenities which are customary ...in the societies to which 
they belong” (1979: 31) 
 
• Mack and Lansley adapted Townsend’s approach to account for 
choice [Poor Britain, 1985]; followed up by Gordon and Pantazis 
[Breadline Britain, 1997; Poverty and Social Exclusion 1999; PSE 
in the UK 2012] 
 
Also applied in Sweden, Ireland, Australia, Japan, Taiwan, China,  
Sweden, PICTs, Bangladesh, South Africa,  
Zimbabwe  

Benin 
2008 2012 
Population 8.4 million 8.8 million 
Life expectancy  55 years 55 years 
Urban population 40% 42% 
HDI rank of 187 163 (out of 177) 167 (out of 187) 
Population living on <$2/day 73% 75% 
Gini Index 36.5 38.6 
Aid per capita ($) 41.5 76.4 
Economically, socially and 
culturally heterogeneous region  
Examining Consensual 
Poverty in Benin 

Reflecting Consensus 
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Establishing an ‘enforced lack’... 
Unmet needs greatest in rural areas 
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Establishing scale reliability and 
validity 
• Scale reliability for 16-item scale: Chronbach’s Alpha = 0.885 
 


Conclusions 
• Real potential for the Consensual Approach to be used more widely 
in low and middle income countries 
• Slight adaptations allows for culturally appropriate, democratic 
definition of poverty 
• Aiming to place similar modules in future DHS/MICS/LSMS/national 
household surveys DHS? MICS? LSMS? Afrobarometer? 
• Need for a co-ordinated cross-national comparative study (proposal with ESRC, 
ERC) 
• PICTS (Tonga, Solomon Islands….) 
 
• By introducing a democratic element into the definition and 
identification of poverty the approach facilitates transformation 
towards a just world 
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